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Introduction

Greek business archives date from1830, after the foundation of the Modern Greek State. But only after 1948, did Greece 
obtain all the lands, which form the Greek state as it is known today. Greek business archives comprise the archives of 
bank, manufacturing and other businesses. In the case of bank archives, the oldest one is that of the Ionian Bank. which 
was founded in 1839 and today, its archive is managed by the historical service of Alpha Bank. The oldest industrial ar-
chives, which have been recorded  began to accumulate from 1850 as industrialisation took place in Greece.

The Greek State Archives is the major archival service in Greece. Its headquarters is in the capital of Greece, Athens. It 
consists of 52 regional archive services from all the Greekregions, and of several smaller archival offices, which are called 
local archives and others, which are called local collections. The Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs is responsi-
ble for the Greek State Archives, which is a public service, but of course there are private and municipal archival services 
to be found all over the country. The majority of business archives are found in the State Archives, except for those bank 
archives which are preserved by the banks which created them. A number of them are also deposited at private and mu-
nicipal archives. Additionally, a few are in- house archives, held by big corporate companies.

Relationships between Archives and Records Management

In Greece,  business archives are considered to be the historical records of a business, industry, etc. If these archives are 
preserved within the organization which created them, it is extremely rare to find professional archivists managing them. 
Most Greek banks do have a separate archival service, where their historical archives are deposited, classified and valued 
by professional archivists and historians. Banks are, however, a unique case as Greek business owners have not yet real-
ized the importance of their archives and how they can contribute to the preservation of cultural heritage. On the other 
hand, records management is a job which is done by various employees in all the kinds of businesses. It is, however, very 
rare to see the term records management‘ used in Greece. It is most often part of a secretarial task and it is not considered 
to be related to the archives.

Legislation Affecting Business Records - National / Regional

Business archives are considered to be private property according to the Archives’ Law 1946/1991.1 According to this law, 
the owners and creators of business archives are obliged to report their existence to the state’s archival services.2 Also, 
the State Archives can collect business archives, if requested by the archives’ owners, by completing the relevant protocol 
papers. Of course this stands for private enterprises. In the case of public enterprises, the documents, which have been 
produced by them, are considered to be public records  and there are other regulations to define their management.3

Furthermore, according to the article 9 of the Archival Law, the aim of the State Archives service is to: ‘supervise, 
save, collect, preserve, record, photograph, classify and catalogue the country’s archival wealth and to release for studies 
on public and private records, documents and manuscripts, which are referred to the history and the cultural heritage of 

1 Law 1946/1991, chapter A’, art. 4
2 Law 1946/1991, chapter A’, art. 4  and chapter Z’, art. 40
3 Law 1946/1991, chapter A’, articles 1, 7
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the Greek nation and to whatever is related to the administrative, economic and social life of the Greek state’ and also to 
‘cooperate with the owners of private archives, which seem to have historical interest’. This means that, if a private archive 
has historical importance, the State Archives are obliged to release it to the public and to cooperate with its owner. Also, 
according to article 11, this has to do with the State Archives Department of the General Registrar, it is clear that this 
service is obliged to find, collect and record archives and manuscripts, which are private property and to preserve the 
private archives and collections, which are delivered to the State Archives for temporary deposit. This service must also, 
accomplish their description, classification and cataloguing. But, there is the case of private archives which are deposited 
with the State Archives and their owner can reclaim them  whenever he/she wishes  and also according to article 37:4 ‘the 
archives of abolished public, clerical and private bodies are deposited at the State Archives when there are not any specific 
definitions for their deposit’.

According to the Archival Law, the State Archives should supervise and preserve the state’s archival wealth. This is not 
always possible. Often enough, preservation or salvage of business archives takes place before any previous supervision 
on behalf of the State Archives. Many of them are saved just after a company’s closure, at the time when the company’s 
building is demolished, or they are found at refuse depots. All this happens because the State Archives have not cooper-
ated with the enterprises (supervision) in order to prevent such phenomena. This lack of cooperation is due to the denial 
of businesses to cooperate with the State Archives and also to the lack of initiatives on behalf of the State Archives. The 
State Archives lack enough personnel and this makes their function difficult, even when there are the best intentions. 
Also, there is an attitude on the part of the archivists’ world, according to which, archivists should only work on classifica-
tion and cataloguing and not be in touch with society. Luckily, this attitude is not found in all the archival services. There 
are cases of enlightened archivists, who do their best for the preservation of business archives and all the other archival 
types and who cooperate with the local societies to bring about the best for everyone.

Another law which affects business archives is the law 3028/2002 ‚For the protection of antiquities and of the cul-
tural heritage, in general‘. Article 2 of this law gives the definition of cultural goods: ‘Cultural goods are meant to be the 
testimonies of human existence and of their personal and collective activities’. Also, in article 20, paragraphs d and e, is 
mentioned that portable monuments are included, among others, the ‚modern cultural goods which are dated before the 
last one hundred years and they are characterized as monuments because of their social, technical, folklore, ethnological, 
artistic, architectural, industrial or their general historical or scientific importance‘. Paragraph e of this article has the 
same context but it refers to the cultural goods of the last one hundred years. So, according to this law, it is obvious that 
the historical business archives are cultural goods and the State should preserve and evaluate them.

As far as it concerns the consultancy laws for private archives and for the archives which are under the management 
of the State Archives, there are the following law provisions. According to article 42 of the Archival Law, the archives, 
which are under the State Archives authority, ‘are consulted according to the provisions of article 16 of the law 1599/1986 
and obligatorily after thirty years’. Also, the same article says that ‘the archives and collections, which were donated to 
the State Archives, can be consulted according to the terms of the donator. Otherwise, they come under the general of 
special provisions of this article’.5 The law 1599/1986 is about the relationships between the state and the citizens and the 
article 16 focuses on the right to knowledge of administrative records. Such records are the ones which have been created 
by services of the public sector and each citizen has the right to consult them, except for the ones which refer to the fam-
ily or private life of other persons. Also, other documents, which cannot be consulted, are the ones which concern the 
privacy of the ministerial council and the other governmental organs, the privacy of national security and foreign affairs, 
of the public faith, currency, state security and public order. Also, the documents which refer to medical, commercial and 
industrial privacy cannot be consulted, as well as all the documents which have been characterized as classified by law 
and/ or their consultancy can arouse problems to the investigation of judicial, police, army or administrative organs for 
crime or administrative violations. As far as it concerns the consultancy of classified documents about private life, medi-
cal condition, industry and commerce, they can be consulted only by the person they refer to, exclusively.

4 Law 1946/1991, chapter Z’, art. 38
5 Law 1599/ 1986, art. 16
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The provisions of the law 1599/1986 stand also for the private archival services and also, their archives can be con-
sulted ‘for the promotion of research causes’. So, the business archives’ researchers may come up with obstacles regarding 
industrial classified records which are deposited with the State Archives and private archival depositories, as well. But, 
this kind of records can be consulted after thirty years. Also, on the case that a business archive was donated to the State 
Archives, and there are specific consultancy conditions set by the donator, the State Archives will respect those condi-
tions.

Another law, the 2690/1999 - the Code of Administrative Procedure- in its article 5, which refers to document consul-
tancy, says that for the consultancy of private documents, which are deposited at administrative offices, there has to be a 
legitimate interest on behalf of the person, who wishes to consult these documents. 

There is also the topic of taxation secrecy. According to the law 2238/1994 and the article 85 which refers to taxa-
tion secrecy, all the documents which refer to taxation are classified and cannot be consulted. The violation of this law 
is considered a disciplinary and criminal offence. Business archives contain a lot of taxation records and administrative 
documents of personal data for the businesses’ personnel. So, according to the existing legal framework, there is a ques-
tion for the consultancy of this kind of records, especially in the case of business archives which contain material that 
dates until nowadays.

Generally, most archival services keep to the provisions of consultancy laws.


