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The development of archive administration in 
Croatia up to 1990. 

 up to 1945 archivists 
were mostly historians 

 period between 1956 and 
1962 foundations archival 
institutions network 

 characteristic for the 
period up to 1990 is the 
dominant role that the 
state had in all areas of 
life 
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The Central Croatian State Archives, Zagreb 



Contemporary archival 
legislation 

 18 regional archives and the central 
Croatian State Archives which jointly 
take care of makers and holders of 
archival records 

 The Act on Archival Records and 
Archives (1997) 
 The Act regulates that the 

archives control whether the 
makers/holders keep their archival 
records arranged and in adequate 
condition, whether they regularly 
dispose of records with expired 
disposal periods, and whether 
they submit lists of archival 
records within proscribed 
deadlines. 
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Regional archives in Zadar. Source: 
http://www.zadarskilist.hr/clanci/16092008/skrbnici-
povijesti-zadra-i-dalmacije (19.03.2013) 



 The obligation of drafting archival regulations and the 
respective inspection of disposal are legally proscribed 
only for categorised institutions which own public 
archival records, without disposal periods 

 The archival service has no instruments for inspection of 
evaluation and disposal of private holders’ archives 

5 Official Gazette. 105/1997 

Contemporary archival legislation 



Private archival records 

 The change of state and political framework 
 State ownership over all major makers of records, until 

the 1990s almost entire volume of archival records was 
under the authority of state archives  

 State companies and state 
    owned financial institutions 
    were gradually privatised 
 Social changes result in  
    changes in the archival  
    profession 
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Ordinance on transfer of archival records to 
archives (OG 90/2002) 

 Private archival records are defined as “records arising 
from operations of private legal and natural persons, 
unless arising from public authorities” 

 
 A special chapter of the Act is dedicated to former state 

economic and financial subjects which are privatised: 
 documents thet are created in the period when those subjects 

were state owned – and for this reason the Act places such 
documentation into the public records category 

 the already mentioned provisions on private archival records 
shall be applied on records created after privatisation  
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Ordinance on transfer of archival records to 
archives (OG 90/2002) 

 
 In practice there are sometimes cases that the holders of 

private archival records follow the same rules like public 
institutions 

 Private owners are motivated by self-interest to 
cooperate 

 Archival institutions have no instruments which could 
force private holders to act in line with rules of the 
archival profession 

 Even though there are provisions in archive regulations 
which prescribe penalties for unconscientious archival 
conduct, they are basically impossible to carry through 
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Archival and finance legislation on keeping 
financial documents 

 In specifically archival regulations financial activities are 
not mentioned often. Certain regulations state them just 
as a part of records list with recommended disposal 
period of certain types of financial documents. 

 
 Orientational lists of records with limited disposal periods (2002) 
 General list of records with disposal periods (2012) 

 
 Once a branch list for financial matters is defined, the 

evaluation of records in registries of financial institutions 
shall be significantly easier, as it will be in other areas 
with such lists. 
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The impact of archival profession on makers and holders of 
records through approval of internal archival regulations of 

certain institutions 

 Archival regulation, and especially the Ordinance on 
evaluation and procedure of selection and disposal of 
archival records (2002) orders also to the holders of 
public records to draft one list. 

 Special list of records with disposal periods for 
documents (it is often part of internal archival regulations 
of an institution)  
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Croatian National Bank archive’s activities  
are based on internal act 
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 The Croatian National Bank, which 

is categorised as the maker of 
public archival records of the first 
category, drafted its own Ordinance 
on archival and registry records. 
This document contains all 
elements of general financial 
legislation and it represents a brief 
set of rules and procedures for 
everyday operations of Central bank 
registry office. 
 

Archive storage in Croatian National Bank 
(2012) 



Conclusion 

 Contemporary archival legislation in the Republic of 
Croatia introduces a clear distinction between public 
and private records, and state archives have much 
more influence on holders of public records then on 
private holders. Regardless of that, there are many 
examples of successful cooperation between registries 
of financial institutions and state archives and this is 
conditioned by the fact that private holders take interest 
in consultations from official archival bodies. 
Implementation of branch lists of records for finance 
institutions , could intensify that cooperation even 
further. 12 
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Thank you for your attention! 
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