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The Historical Archives of the European Union and the archives of 
European Financial Institutions 

 

The Historical Archives of the European Union (HAEU) was established in 1984 by 
agreement between the European Commission and the European University Institute in 
Florence following the decision of the European Coal and Steel Community and the Council 
of Ministers to open their historical archives to the public after a general disclosure period of 
30 years. 

The HAEU is a specialised archives documenting and facilitating research on the history of 
European integration and cooperation and is part of the European University Institute in 
Florence. Its mission is to collect, preserve and make available the historical archives of EU-
Institutions and of private papers of important individuals and European Non-EU 
organisations. 

A Framework Partnership Agreement between the European University Institute and the 
European Commission in 2011 assigned the archives with the additional tasks of joint 
communications, acting as central entry point to all archives of EU Institutions. 

Since its foundation in 1984, the archives has continuously grown and nowadays preserves 
5,000 linear meters archives. In addition to the written records, the archives also hosts a 
collection of almost 400 interviews with high officials of EU and Non-EU organisations. 
 
The reading room receives 800 researchers per year and the web site is consulted by a million 
visitors. Ten professional, multilingual archivists treat the yearly file transfers from EU 
Institutions and private accessions at the new seat at Villa Salviati, a historical villa dating 
back to the 14th century. 
 
The Historical Archives maintains an on line database containing 200,000 records. The 
database is structured on the Encoded Archival Description (EAD) data model. The archival 
inventories are developed by professional archivists and based on the international standards 
for archival description ISAD(G) and ISAAR(CPF). 

Priority is given to the digitization of the paper-based holdings. So far 13,000 files have been 
digitised and made available online on the Archives’ website, which registers 35,000 file 
downloads per year. A digital archival repository is available for digitally-born archival 
deposits. 

 

Archival Holdings 

The core holdings of the HAEU comprise 3,600 linear meters of files from EU Institutions 
dating from 1951 to 1983. At present, the depositing institutions are the European Parliament, 



the Council of the EU, the Commission, the European Court of Auditors, the Economic and 
Social Committee, the European Investment Bank and the European Centre for the 
Development of Vocational Training. 

With the Revision of the EU’s Archives Regulation 354/83, which was approved by the 
European Parliament in early 2013, the archival deposit at the HAEU has become obligatory 
for all EU Institutions with the exception of the European Court of Justice and the European 
Central Bank. The latter two may transfer their archives to Florence on a voluntary basis. 

In a joint declaration of 2004 the former President of the European Commission Romano 
Prodi and then President of the European University Institute Yves Mény reaffirmed the role 
of the archives in collecting and preserving private archives. Currently the archives hosts 150 
such archives and collections on 1,400 linear meters. 

These holdings comprise the papers of the founders of the European Communities, such as 
the first post-War President of Italy Alcide de Gasperi, and in particular the papers of various 
high officials of the Communities, such as Emile Noël, François-Xavier Ortoli, Altiero 
Spinelli, Christopher Audland and Angel Viñas. Also, the deposits of leading European 
federalists, such as Alexandre Marc, Max Kohnstamm and Klaus Schöndube are part of this 
group. 

Deposits of Non-EU organisations comprise the political groups’ archives of the European 
Parliament, the pro-European Federalist Movements and the European Space Agency (ESA). 

 

Archives of European Financial Institutions 

Case Study 1 – European Central Bank  

The European Central Bank was established in 1998, succeeding the European Monetary 
Institute which had been installed in 1994. The Bank took headquarters in Frankfurt, 
Germany. As politically independent financial institution, the Bank controls monetary 
stability in the Euro-Zone which was created in 1999 with the introduction of the EURO. 

The Bank’s archives are located at the Frankfurt Headquarters and comprise records 
management and archives services. A deposit of the historical archives in Florence is 
optional.  

The archival disclosure policy of the Bank, in line with the provisions of the European Union, 
applies a disclosure period of 30 years. Of four archival fonds retained by the Bank, so far 
two have been declassified for public access according to the 30 years rule: the Committee of 
Governors of European Central Banks, since 1958 of EEC Member States (1932-2006) and 
the European Monetary Co-operation Fund (1953 to 2002). The other two fonds, the Delors 
Committee for the Study of the Economic and Monetary Union (1988-1989) and the 
European Central Bank (since 1998) are still closed to the public. 



Case Study 2 – European Investment Bank  

The European Investment Bank was established with the Treaties of Rome in 1958. It took 
seat in Brussels and then, in 1968, relocated to Luxemburg. As non-profit long-term lending 
institution it finances operations to contribute to the development, economic and social 
cohesion and integration of EU Member States. Since 2000, the Bank and the European 
Investment Fund together form the EIB Group. 

The archives service of the Bank comprises records management and archives. Similar to 
other EU Institutions, the EIB applies a 30 years period after which the archives are 
declassified and opened to the public. In 2005, the EIB signed a deposit agreement with the 
HAEU and since then files are transferred in yearly batches to Florence for preservation and 
access to research. The archives cover the years from 1956 1982 and include a set of public 
documents reaching to 2004. The fonds is composed of 1,164 files structured in seven 
archival groups: The Creation of the Bank; Relations with Member States and adhesion of 
new members; Exchange with international banking and financial organisations; Atypical 
aids allocated by the EIB from 1958 to 1980; Publications, studies and articles; The 25 
projects financed by the EIB from 1959 to 1971; Building Management of the Bank. 

 

Case Study 3 – The European Court of Auditors 

The European Court of Auditors (ECA) was established 1975 in Luxemburg as an external 
body to audit the accounts of the European Community institutions. It became an EU 
Institution with the 1992 Maastricht Treaty.  

Following a deposit agreement between the European Court of Auditors and the HAEU, since 
2005 the historical archives of the Court are transferred in yearly batches to Florence. The 
deposit currently covers the years from 1975 to 1982 and comprises 7,000 files on 75 linear 
meters.  

The archives reflect the functions of the Court as auditing body since its creation and include 
the annual reports on the execution of the EU budget, special reports on budgetary questions, 
annual reports for each institution and agency of the EU, and finally specific audit reports and 
statements of the Court regarding new or revised EU rules and regulation that have a 
financial impact. The holdings of the Court also comprise the working files, reports and 
correspondence of the auditors. 

Conclusion 

The collection and preservation strategy of the Historical Archives includes EU Institutions 
as well as important individuals and Non-EU organisations with a European scope. This 
mission statement includes European financial institutions. Potential future depositors could 
be the European Association for Banking and Financial History (EABH), the European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), and other institutions with a similar European 
scope. 



Legal basis of the HAEU and EU Financial Institutions’ historical archives 

Historical Archives of the European Union: 

Council Regulation 354/83: 
http://www.eui.eu/Documents/Research/HistoricalArchivesofEU/354-83-en.pdf 

Framework Partnership Agreement: 
http://www.eui.eu/Documents/Research/HistoricalArchivesofEU/PublicationsAbouttheFonds
/FrameworkPartnershipAgreement2011.pdf 

 

European Central Bank: 

Decision on public access to ECB documents (ECB/2004/3): http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:080:0042:0044:EN:PDF 

 

European Investment Bank:  

Rules on historical archives, 2005 (2005/C 289/07): http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2005:289:0012:0013:EN:PDF 

 

European Court of Auditors: 

 
Decision No 12-2005 of 10 March 2005 regarding public access to Court documents: 
http://eca.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/DPO/Products/P_access/012en.pdf 

 

Practical Information on the Historical Archives of the European Union 

Historical Archives of the European Union  
Villa Salviati  
Via Bolognese 156  
50139 Firenze  
Italy  
Tel. (+39) 055 4685 661  
Fax (+39) 055 573 728  
Email archiv@eui.eu 
 
Website: http://eui.eu/HistArchives 
 

Online brochure: 
http://www.eui.eu/Documents/Research/HistoricalArchivesofEU/brochureHAEU.pdf 
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